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PERCUSSIA PERFORMS SERIES OF TWO FREE CONCERTS OF AFRICAN-INSPIRED MUSIC THROUGHOUT QUEENS

Funding Provided by Queens Council on the Arts
This fall, the innovative and eclectic group PERCUSSIA will present a program of African-inspired works, titled Sounds of Africa: Tradition and Beyond, throughout the borough of Queens. 

Based in Jackson Heights, Queens, PERCUSSIA (formerly Time's Arrow) boldly places percussion front and center in search of new and intriguing sounds.  By combining percussion with a variety of melodic instruments, Percussia produces a visually and sonically dynamic experience.  Driven by founder and percussionist Ingrid Gordon’s desire to explore her diverse interests, Percussia seamlessly fuses classical virtuosity with global influences to create a world of sound that defies boundaries and styles.
In these concerts, Ingrid Gordon will be joined by flutist Jan Vinci, renowned jazz saxophonist Mark Vinci, and guest percussionists John Ostrowski, Eric Phinney and Andrea Pryor de Manrique.

This PROGRAM highlights a diversity of African musical styles, from neo-traditional West African popular music to modern Egyptian music influenced by traditional Koranic chant.  The program is rounded out by works by contemporary classical composers from Uganda and South Africa..

The first work Percussia will perform is Kusanganisa, a piece for 2 marimbas and flute written for Percussia by Queens composer Charles Griffin that draws its inspiration from Zimbabwean mbira (thumb piano) music. The concert will also feature artistic director Ingrid Gordon’s own arrangement of Farafina, a neo-traditional tune from Burkina Faso featuring flute, marimba and drums; and the group’s rendition of Ghanaian master xylophonist Kakraba Lobi’s Kpanlogo, a work based on a modern West African dance style.  In addition, Percussia will perform Nidaa’ (The Call), a work of contemporary Arabic Sufi art music by Egyptian composer Abdo Dagher that illustrates the close ties between the music and culture of Africa and the Middle East.  Percussia will be joined by Mark Vinci on Baakisimba Muwogola, by Ugandan composer Justinian Tamusuza, a work for drums, flute and clarinet.  The program will be rounded out by a solo percussion tour de force, She Who Sleeps  with a Small Blanket, by Kevin Volans, a classical composer from South Africa.

PERCUSSIA is a flexible ensemble of like-minded musicians who are excited about exploring and discovering new sounds.  Led by artistic director and percussionist Ingrid Gordon, Percussia uses the universal appeal and rhythmic drive of percussion as a vehicle to create a unique brand of music that effortlessly traverses styles, genres and cultures.

Percussia's repertoire includes works by composers ranging from Astor Piazzolla, George Crumb, and Toru Takemitsu to Lou Harrison and Ravi Shankar, as well as the group's own fresh arrangements of folk music styles.  Musicians performing with Percussia have included flutist Jan Vinci, saxophonist Mark Vinci, violinists Anthea Kreston and Nurit Pacht, cellists Sujin Park and Jason Duckles, and percussionists Eric Phinney, Andrea Pryor, David Shively, John Ostrowski and Owen Rockwell.

Percussia's 2006-07 season includes appearances at several venues in Queens, as well as appearances at Advent Lutheran Church's First Mondays series, the New Directions in Percussion Festival at Cornell University, and the EOS series in Durhman, NH.  Past venues have included Merkin Hall and Symphony Space in New York City, as well as the Tang Museum in Saratoga Springs, NY, and the Hyde Collection.  For its 2007-08 season, Percussia looks forward to premiering newly commissioned works by composers Marga Richter, Dennis Tobenski, Evan Ziporyn, and the Canadian percussionist Bob Becker.
Artistic director INGRID GORDON is a versatile percussionist whose range extends from orchestral music to West African drumming.  Ingrid has performed as a soloist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and in chamber music recitals across the country, from the Dame Myra Hess Memorial Concert Series and the Orpheus Chamber Music Series to programs at Oberlin Conservatory, Bowling Green State University, and Skidmore College.

Ingrid has also mastered a variety of world music traditions, from Zimbabwean mbira and Ghanaian fontomfrom to North Indian tabla, Javanese gamelan, and Irish bodhran. She founded the traditional Mexican marimba ensemble Marimba Nueva York, and is one of the few people to perform Jewish klezmer music on the xylophone. She has traveled as far afield as Ghana and Indonesia in pursuit of new sounds, and has the instrument collection to prove it.

As a freelance musician, Ingrid has appeared at venues such as New York’s Carnegie Hall, Merkin Hall and Symphony Space. She has performed with the New York Gilbert and Sullivan Players Orchestra, the Hudson Valley Philharmonic, and the Albany Symphony, and has appeared at the Spoleto Festival.

Ingrid holds a DMA from the University of Illinois, an MM from Northwestern University, and a BM from the Eastman School of Music, where she was awarded the prestigious performer's certificate. Her teachers include John Beck, Patricia Dash, and Tom Siwe, and she has recorded for the Centaur and Col Legno labels.

"...one of the rising young stars of the American school of marimba playing … " Percussions (France)

"Dazzling . . . Inspired" 21st Century Music

VENUES AND DATES

all concerts take place in Queens and are free admission

	November 12, 3 PM
	Central Library
	89-11 Merrick Blvd, Jamaica

	November  18, 8 PM
	Afrikan Poetry Theatre
	176-03 Jamaica Ave, Jamaica


PERCUSSIA’S PROGRAM, FALL 2006

	Farafina 
	Farafina (Burkina Faso) arr. Gordon

	Nhemamusasa
	trad.Shona mbira tune (Zimbabwe)

	Kakrabi Lobi
	Kpanlogo (Ghana)

	Charles Griffin
	Kusanganisa

	Abo Dagher
	Nidaa’ (The Call) (Egypt)

	Kevin Volans
	She Who Sleeps With a Small Blanket (South Africa)

	Justinian Tamusuzu
	Baakisimba (Uganda)


Funding for this program is made possible in Part by the Queens Council on the Arts with public funding from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs and with funds from the Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New York State Council on the Arts.
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