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Percussia Premieres Pieces at Long Island Concert

South Huntington Public Library hosts Queens-based Percussia to perform Long Island composers’ works at the Long Island Composers’ Alliance Spring Concert

(JACKSON HEIGHTS, NY – MAY 31, 2007) On June 8, Percussia, a contemporary chamber music ensemble with percussion as its driving force, will premiere two original works by Long Island composers. The performances will be part of the Long Island Composers’ Alliance 36th annual spring concert, which will take place in the community room of the South Huntington Public Library (145 Pidgeon Hill Rd., Huntington Station, NY 11746; 631-549-4411) at 7:30 pm on June 8, 2007.

One original piece is by accomplished composer Marga Richter of Huntington, Long Island. Richter’s original composition, “Serenade,” is a Peruvian-inspired piece. It will feature Ingrid Gordon, Percussia’s artistic director, on drums, tambourine, finger cymbals and triangle, as well as Manhattan-based Margaret Lancaster on flute and Karen Strauss, of Roslyn, Long Island, on harp. “As you would expect from a Percussia performance, there are influences from around the world,” says Gordon. “Marga Richter’s brilliant work reveals the delicate side of percussion with instruments as varied as meditative finger cymbals and delicate kendhangan drums from the Javanese gamelan. Add lyrical, South American-inspired melodies for flute and harp, and what you get is something that is accessible, balanced and refined.”
In the past, Richter’s music has been performed by such eminent soloists as Jessye Norman, Menahem Pressler and Daniel Heifetz, and by more than 60 orchestras, including the Atlanta and Milwaukee Symphonies, the Minnesota Orchestra, the Buffalo Philharmonic and the London Philharmonic Orchestra. One of her best-known works is the ballet “Abyss,” which has been performed by the Harkness, Joffrey, Boston, Pennsylvania and other ballet companies. 

Percussia will also premiere “Calliope: The Muse of Eloquence” by composer, pianist and performance-art specialist George Cork Maul of New Suffolk, Long Island. The piece was inspired by Calliope, the muse of epic poetry in Greek mythology. “Calliope is the eldest and most distinguished of the nine Muses and was initially identified with philosophy,” says Maul.  “Calliope means ‘beautiful voice.’” Maul originally wrote the song for his mother 30 years ago, but this is the first time the composition has been put to paper. In addition to harp and seven percussion instruments—a triangle, a tambourine, two woodblocks, two bongos, and a wrench hit with a brass mallet—the piece uses flute as a percussion instrument in an homage to the original calliope instrument.

Previously, Maul’s compositions have been performed in Ireland, Canada and the United States. His credits include modern songs, suites and dance pieces, contemporary operas, musicals, music for software and recently, pieces for string orchestra. Maul, who is business director for the Long Island Composers’ Alliance, studied 12-tone composition with Isaac Nemiroff, electronic music with Bulent Arel and classical style with Charles Rosen. He can be seen performing at North Fork vineyards, Long Island libraries, art openings and other venues.

The Long Island Composers’ Alliance Spring Concert will also present the winners of the Arline Diamond Memorial Awards, which are presented annually to outstanding student composers. The concert is made possible in part with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts. In Suffolk County, the Decentralization Program is administered by the Huntington Arts Council, Inc. in partnership with the Suffolk Consortium of Arts Councils.

Percussia is a New York City-based chamber music ensemble that makes percussion the foundation for a new sound. Playing both world and Western percussion instruments, the group melds the music of different lands into its own contemporary soundscape. The resulting international music crosses genres, styles, and cultural boundaries, connecting people through music’s common thread of percussion. Percussia’s varied repertoire is a mixture of contemporary chamber music, world and folk music styles, and original arrangements. While percussion takes center stage, the group blends its rhythm with melodic instruments for added dimension. 
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To speak with Ingrid Gordon, artistic director of Percussia, please call 718.813.6171 or email her at Ingrid@percussia.org.
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